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PEER EDUCATION SUPPORT PROGRAM (PESP) EVALUATION
INFORMATION SHEET FOR PARTICIPANTS

The Peer Education Support Program (PESP)

In 2005 the PESP was set up to give people who had experienced homelessness an opportunity to work
together with their peers in a supported way to help improve homelessness services and policies. This
evaluation will document how the program is run, and what has worked and what hasn’t worked since 2005,
and look at ways of improving the PESP in future.

Why have | received this?

As someone who has been involved with PESP (either as a volunteer, a worker or someone who has engaged
the services of PESP) we would like to give you the chance to take part in this evaluation. We would like to
know about your experiences and your views about PESP.

Do | have to take part?

Itis up fo you to decide whether to take part or not. If you decide to be involved you are still free to withdraw
at any time and without giving a reason. If you withdraw it will have no impact on your relationship with the
PESP or the Council fo Homeless Persons or any services you receive.

What will happen if | agree to take part?

You will be asked to sign a consent form prior to your involvement. The evaluation will include a range of one-
on-one interviews, small focus groups and surveys with people who have been involved with PESP. Interviews
and focus groups will use a series of open-ended questions about their involvement, with a focus on the
benefits they saw or received from the program and their suggestions for future improvements. You may
request a copy of the notes from the researcher to check you are comfortable with them, usually within a
week of your parficipation. Information from these notes will be used in the final report for the evaluation
which will be a public document. Consumers interviewed will receive a $60 gift voucher as reimbursement for
expenses, whether or not they complete the interview. Any participant who experiences inconvenience,
discomfort or distress from their involvement will be encouraged to seek appropriate counselling which will be
organised and paid for by CHP.

Will my taking part be kept confidential?

All information that you give will be kept strictly confidential and we will not use your name or any other
identifying information in our reports unless you specifically request this. However any disclosure of illegal
behaviour, or behaviour that causes harm to the safety and/or wellbeing of others will be reported to relevant
authorities. Personal information will be stored securely for five years following the end of the evaluation, when
it will be destroyed.

What will happen to the results of the evaluation?

The results of the evaluation will be reported back to the Council to Homeless Persons in September 2014. As
a participant in the evaluation you will receive a copy of the report if you would like one. It will also be made
available on the CHP website, www.chp.org.au

This project has been approved by Anglicare Victoria’'s Research Ethics Committee which is a fully constituted
ethics committee under the National Health & Medical Research Council.

If you have any queries about how this research is conducted, please get in fouch with the Anglicare Victoria
Research Ethics Committee contact officer (PO Box 45 ABBOTSFORD VIC 3067 or Tel: 9412 6133). Complaints of
any nature will be forwarded to the Chairperson of Anglicare Victoria's Research Ethics Committee.
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CONSENT FORM

PEER EDUCATION SUPPORT PROGRAM (PESP) EVALUATION

| confirm | have received and read the evaluation information sheet.
| confirm that the nature of this evaluation has been explained to me.

| understand that my parficipation is voluntary and that | am free to withdraw at any
fime, without any given reason.

| understand that if | withdraw from the project it will have no impact on my
relationship with the Council to Homeless Persons or any other service.

| understand that if my participation in this evaluation causes me any discomfort or
distress, | can be provided with access to an appropriate personal counsellor through
Council to Homeless Persons and they will pay for this service.

| understand that Chris Black (the researcher) is not a social worker or adviser, but that
if  have any further support or assistance needs she can refer me to an appropriate
staff member at CHP or another homelessness service provider.

| agree that the researcher can audio record this interview to be used for the purpose
of analysis only and the contents of the interview will remain confidential (any
reporting will ensure | cannot be personally identified). A copy of the written interview
notes will be provided to me on request.

| understand that any information collected during this evaluation may be used in the
final project report but my identity will be tfreated as confidential. The information
collected will be stored securely for five years. After that time it will be securely
destroyed.

| agree to participate in an interview/focus group for the above evaluation project.

Date:
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